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The Water Environment Federation’s
Stormwater Institute (SWI) is
expanding to develop key partnering
opportunities and implement funded
projects and activities to move the
national stormwater agenda forward
and address needs presented in the
Rainfall to Results report.
We thank our SWI Subscribers for their
financial and technical support and our
Advisory Committee for their guidance
and dedication. A list of current
SWI Subscribers and our Advisory
Committee can be found by choosing
“about” at wefstormwaterinstitute.org.
Together, their commitment helps the
SWI develop solutions to assist the
stormwater community meet NPDES
permit needs and to help improve
water quality. On the following
pages are the current SWI project
highlights. The projects address the
SWI objectives for stormwater success
as outlined in the Rainfall to Results
report, which is a blueprint for the
SWI programs.

Download a copy of Rainfall to Results at
wefstormwaterinstitute.org/rainfall-to-results.
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For more information or to
become a subscriber of SWI,
please contact Rebecca ArvinColon at rarvin-colon@wef.org.

OBJECTIVE:

Support Innovation and Best Practices

OVER 400
CERTIFICATES
AWARDED

National Green Infrastructure Certification Program (NGICP) Growth
• NGICP provides the base-level skill set needed for entry-level workers to properly maintain,
construct, and inspect green infrastructure. It was designed to meet international best
practice standards and intended to establish a properly-trained workforce. Over 400
individuals have been certified through the program. NGICP Trainings, Exams, and
Train-the-Trainer Workshops are held regularly throughout the year.
For more information, visit ngicp.org/.

Partnering to Improve Knowledge of Stormwater Costs
• WEF’s SWI is partnering with The Water Research Foundation to create the CLASIC
(Community-enabled Lifecycle Analysis of Stormwater Infrastructure Costs) Tool. Download the fact
sheet at www.werf.org/c/Lifecycle_Costs/Community-enabled_Lifecycle_Analysis_of_Stormwater_
Infrastructure_Costs.aspx

Standardizing Stormwater Testing and Evaluation
• Created SWI work team to identify the most sustainable way to further develop and implement the
National Stormwater Testing and Evaluation for Products and Practices (STEPP); download the STEPP
fact sheet at wefstormwaterinstitute.org/programs/stepp.

OBJECTIVE:

Close the Funding Gap
Partnering to Share Knowledge on Stormwater Funding

IDENTIFY OPTIONS
FOR SUSTAINABLE
FINANCING

• Partnered with the New England Financing Center and University of New Hampshire to conduct the New
England Stormwater Financing Workshop.
• With funding from the Great Lakes Protection Fund – WEF’s SWI, American Rivers, and Corona
Environmental Consulting are working on the project Stormwater Currency in two U.S. Great Lakes
communities on two different financing approaches for green infrastructure implementation. Download the
project fact sheet at
https://wefstormwaterinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Stormwater-Currency-handout-3-2019.pdf.
• In-Conjunction with the National Network for Water Quality Trading and the Willamette Partnership,
co-hosted a Stakeholder Meeting to increase the diversity of input for financing models. The workshop
resulted in the creation of the report, Working with the Market: Economic Instruments to Support
Investment in Green Stormwater Infrastructure. SWI held a webcast for SWI Subscribers and WEF Members
on the report results. To view the report, go to willamettepartnership.org/working-with-the-market-greenstormwater-infrastructure/.

MESSAGING ON
THE VALUE OF
STORMWATER

OBJECTIVE:

Engage the Community
Enhancing Communications on Stormwater

• Conducted a workshop on messaging on the value of stormwater to identify the
right audiences and develop appropriate communication tools to increase support
for stormwater management. This effort will continue to develop.

OBJECTIVE:

Manage Assets and Resources
National Survey Implementation

IDENTIFY AND
ANALYZE GAPS
AND NEEDS

• Developed the National MS4 Needs Assessment Survey to identify and analyze gaps
and needs for effective stormwater management by NPDES permit holders across the
country. Full report and executive summary of the survey results is available on the
SWI website: https://wefstormwaterinstitute.org/programs/ms4survey/.

Partnering to Enhance Knowledge of Needs and Tools
• Providing institutional support for the National Municipal Stormwater Alliance (NMSA) –
an alliance of stormwater associations – to increase two-way conversations on
stormwater needs and tools between the SWI and MS4s.

OBJECTIVE:

Transform Stormwater Governance
Conducted Water Week Stormwater Forums

PROPOSED
LEGISLATION
WAS PASSED

• The third annual SWI Subscriber Policy Forum was held in April 2019 in
Washington, DC during Water Week, allowing SWI Subscribers to meet
with key leaders and staff from Congress and Agencies and reinforce
the importance of investing in stormwater management. During the
event, the SWI released an updated Congressional Ask document Recommendations to Improve the Stormwater Program in
the U.S., available at https://wefstormwaterinstitute.org/about/.

Increase Federal Funding for Stormwater Infrastructure
• SWI proposed legislation was passed through the House of Representatives and Senate to
establish a new federal, state, local, and stakeholder task force to identify stormwater infrastructure
financing needs and recommend to Congress funding solutions.
• SWI proposed legislation was passed through the House of Representatives to ensure funding
for the EPA Clean Watershed Needs Survey, which will verify significant national stormwater
infrastructure needs and push Congress to increase funding.

For more information on any of these projects or
to become a subscriber of SWI, please contact
Rebecca Arvin-Colon at rarvin-colon@wef.org.

